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35th ANNUAL HAWAIIAN SCOTTISH FESTIVAL
& HIGHLAND GAMES
April 9th & 10th * 10:00am to 6:00pm
Ala Moana Beach Park—McCoy Pavilion

Thirty-five years ago, in the early 1980’s, a group of Scots had the exciting idea to hold a Highland Games on Oahu. In
previous years at least two Highland Games had been held in the Waimea area of the Big Island, but the Oahu group,
including leaders David and Mary Brandon, saw the need to showcase Scottish dance, music, and athletics in Honolulu.
To plan and put on the Games, they formed the Hawaiian Scottish Association (HSA) made up of representatives of the
Caledonian Society, the RSCDS Hawaii Branch, and the Leslie School of Scottish Dance, a small group led by Mary
Brandon for teaching and performing Highland dances. In subsequent years our local pipe band, now the Celtic Pipes &
Drums of Hawaii, and the St. Andrew Society of Hawaii (SASH) have also become part of HSA.
Venues for the Festival and Games have varied, including fields at ‘Iolani and Punahou
Schools, Richardson Field at Pearl Harbor, the Bishop Museum grounds, Kapi’olani
Park, and now McCoy Pavilion. Each year traditional Scottish athletic competitions
have been conducted, including the popular caber toss, hammer throw, Braemar Stone,
and housewife games. Sometimes featured were Highland dance competitions and
competitions for entire pipe bands as well as for individual pipers. Over the years,
competitive participants and also Scottish-style entertainers, have come from Hawaii,
Scotland, Canada, Australia, Japan, and the US Mainland.
(Athlete outside McCoy Pavilion 2015)

Festivals always include informational tables and displays on subjects such as Scottish genealogy, clans, organizations,
Scottish history, and history of Scots in Hawaii. The Hawaii tartan, proudly worn in Hawaii and elsewhere, was originally
selected during a contest at a Festival and subsequently registered in Scotland and ratified by the Hawaii State
Legislature. Vendors at the Festival offer Scottish food and wares such as Scottish books, jewelry, CDs and t-shirts. Other
displays have included dog shows and demonstrations by weavers and the Society for Creative Anachronism and
recently hula performances by local halau.

The 2016 HSA Festival will be held on April 9th & 10th at Ala Moana Beach Park, in the McCoy Pavilion. A
number of exciting entertainers and athletic events are scheduled for your enjoyment both Saturday & Sunday. The
headliner is Celtica—Pipes Rock, a lively & listenable rock band with bagpipers, who are here from the Mainland
US. They will play at 1:00 and 3:00 on both days. Other groups include The Kilt Lifters from the Big Island, Celtic
Waves from Honolulu, Whiskey Starship, our local Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, Lisa Gomes, James
McCarthy, The Joan S. Lindsey Hula Studio, and the Jack McKeague Halau and Highland Dance Exchange. And
more—percussion guitarist Red McWilliams from Texas, Hawaii Irish Dance, and the wonderful Celtic Pipes &
Drums of Hawaii. In athletics returning this year is Kengo Kubota of Japan who is a Master in the caber toss. The
gates open at 10:00am both days. There is a $1.00 charge per person entering the Pavilion. Volunteers are greatly
appreciated and when you volunteer for a two hour shift, you will receive free admission, a t-shirt, and free CPR,
AED & Basic first Aid Certification. Come on out and support our local Celtic organizations!
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Chieftain’s Column: From the Craig
The annual Highland Festival and Games is coming up in two weeks. This is the premium
event for the combined Scottish & Celtic organizations. As usual, The Caledonian Society will
have our cultural exhibit, and the HSA will need volunteers to help meet and greet attendees.
The Highland Festival brings the Scottish community together for a fun-filled weekend. I
hope as many of our members as possible will attend. Please go to the website
www.hawaiianscottishassociation.org and volunteer to make the Festival another memorable
event for Hawaii.
For those who enjoy whisky, there will be a Master Class at the festival to educate people on how to taste and
appreciate single malt Scotch. More information is below.
Slàinte, Bruce

Member News
Edward Fyffe, Amanda Hess, Donna Jinbo, Stan Jones,
Bruce McDonald, Laura Parsons, Brian Richardson,
Ione Pokipala, John Rockie, and Stanley Yon.

If you are a long-time member of the Society, you may
remember Lorna Mount, who sang with her husband,
John Mount, at many Burns dinners. Lorna passed away
on March 19, 2016. Our condolences to her family.

April Birthdays Janice Choate-Zavakos,

Master Class in Whisky Tasting Plans are

March Birthdays Kenneth Barclay, Yoshi Clack,

Brittany Cox, Steve Karel, Scott MacKinnon, James Marsh,
Nancy McDonald, Moana McGlaughlin, Jean Parcels, and
John Newlands.

The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society began
their spring season of dance classes on March 14th. Still
considering joining in? Check out their website at
www.rscdshawaii.org/workshop .

Flowers of the Forest
Former member Mary Brandon passed
away on March 10th, just shy of her 91st
birthday, in California. Mary was the wife
of former Caledonian Chieftain, David
Brandon (both shown at right). She was a
founding member of the Hawaiian
Scottish Association, and a Highland
dance teacher as well as founding
teacher of The Hawaii Branch of the
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society.
Born into a dancing family, she was a
fourth generation dancer in Fife,
Scotland. She emigrated and taught dancing in Vancouver,
British Columbia, and in Los Angeles before she & David
moved to Hawaii in 1971. They moved back to LA in 1992
when David retired. David predeceased his wife.
Mary wrote two books of dances, Memories of Fife and
Dances with a Difference, including dances with original
tunes by her musical brother, Murray Shoolbraid of Salt
Spring Island, BC, Canada. Her dances include "Mamie's
Jig" (written for her dancing mother, Mamie), "Sandy
Butterly" (named for a Honolulu dancer), “The Falls of
Clyde,” “Piper Frap,” "Double Sixsome," “Fife Ness,” “Mary
Stewart’s Strathspey” and "The Balgeddie Reel.”
Our condolences also to member Janice Choate-Zavakos
whose mother recently passed away on the Mainland.

underway for a Master Class in Whisky tasting at the
Highland Festival on Saturday, April 9th, at 2:00 and
4:00pm. This class is an educational tasting of four (4)
regional whiskies from Scotland. Jayson Sumida of
Young’s Market will lead the groups in the finer aspects of
tasting Scotland’s favorite drink. Price is $50 per person.
Contact
Chieftain
McEwan
for
tickets
at:
bmcewan@hawaiiantel.net.

Membership Dues Increase It has been many years

since there has been a dues increase in the Caledonian
Society. We are an organization that is now 51 years old
and still have dues of $20 per year. We all know that
postage has increased, and costs for renting facilities for
events have gone up, as has maintaining storage for the
Society’s paraphernalia. As a non-profit, we try very hard
to keep the costs for all events the lowest we can afford,
but most of them must be underwritten by the Society or
paid for by generous donations from members. The
Council has decided that beginning on July 1, 2016, dues
for the Society will increase to $30 per year. However,
pay now to renew for 2016-17 and pay only $20. Send
your check to The Caledonian Society, PO Box 4164,
Honolulu, HI 96812-4164. Come out to the Games on April
9th & 10th and you can pay in person too.
To celebrate Beltane, the ancient Celtic holiday, member
Dwight Damon will show a new film, The Legend of Barney
Thomson, on Sat, April 30th. See the Movie Museum website’s
April calendar for times of showings. The film, “a merrily gruesome
black mystery-comedy,” was shot in Glasgow and uses heavy Glasgow
voices in “thistle-twisted dialogue.” “A London detective (Ray
Winstone) believes that Barney, a socially awkward barber (Robert
Carlyle) may be behind a series of grisly murders.” Emma Thompson
plays Barney’s mother in “an enjoyably macabre performance.”
Dwight’s copy of the film has English subtitles to make watching easy.
Reservations are strongly recommended. Phone 735-8771.
Admission fee $5. Comfortable seating in one of 19 leather recliner
chairs at the Movie Museum, 3566 Harding Ave in Kaimuki. Bring
“quiet food” if you wish.
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Movie Night: Local Hero, Starring Burt Lancaster & Paul Reigert
Saturday, April 30th 4:30pm to 7:00pm
Upstairs Anna O’Brien’s 2440 S. Beretania St., Honolulu
Here is a small film to treasure, a loving, funny, understated portrait of a small Scottish
town and its encounter with a giant oil company. The town is tucked away in a sparkling
little bay, and is so small that everybody is well aware of everybody else's foibles. The oil
company is run by an eccentric billionaire (Burt Lancaster) who would really rather have
a comet named after him than own all the oil in the world. And what could have been a
standard plot about conglomerates and ecology, etc., turns instead into a wicked study of
human nature. – Roger Ebert, April 15, 1983. www.rogerebert.com
We invite you to bring your own dinner or snack to enjoy this 5-star movie with fellow
Caledonian Society members. The bar will be open at 4:30 and we encourage you to partake in a drink (alcoholic
or non-alcoholic). The movie will start promptly at 5:00. Parking is available on Beretania St. or any side street.
Do not park in the Teddy’s Bigger Burger lot. Donations welcome for this event.

Great Scots Soup Supper February 27th
On February 27th in the pleasant Parish Hall at St. Clement’s Church, Society members and guests enjoyed a potluck meal built
around three large, satisfying pots of soup. These were a flavorful Scotch Broth by Susan
MacKinnon, a hearty Cock-a-leekie made by Ching Duncan, and a rich Clam Chowder prepared
by the Cruickshank family. And what a splendid table of dessert choices! It was a sociable
evening for people of all ages, including three generations of Cruickshanks. (shown at right)
Comfortably fed in Scottish style, we settled in to meet some Great Scots.
Michael Cruickshank and Doug Stiles came prepared to give facts about a
famous Scot each, whose names we then tried to guess. Almost everyone
else drew a paper from a bowl and read out the facts of a Great Scot’s life
for us to identify. In total we met 21 Great Scots, from royalty to
comedians, scientists to saints. By request, here are their names and their
accomplishments:
The Women:
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, 1900-2001
The Queen Mother (shown above on left)
Nicola Sturgeon, 1970-present
First Minister of Scotland
Carolina Oliphant, 1766-1845
Lady Nairne, songwriter
Isabella Lucy Bird, 1831-1904
Traveler & adventurer
Mary Stuart, 1542-1587
Mary, Queen of Scots
Marjory Bruce, 1297-1316
Daughter of Robert the Bruce, & mother of Stuart kings
Flora MacDonald, 1722-1790
Helped Bonnie Prince Charlie escape
Elizabeth (Betsy) Miller, 1794-1864
First woman sea captain
Margaret, wife of King Malcolm III
Saint Margaret of Scotland
Mary Garden, 1867-1967
Opera singer
The Men:
Andy Stewart, 1933-1993
Comedian & entertainer
King James VI of Scotland, 1566-1625
First King of the United Kingdom
John Buchan, 1875-1940
Novelist, historian & politician
James Clerk Maxwell, 1831-1879
Scientist: astronomy & electro-magnatism
Hugh MacDiarmid, 1892-1978
Penname of major poet & journalist (shown)
John Logie Baird, 1888-1946
Engineer, “The Father of Television”
Douglas Haig, 1861-1928
Senior Army Officer, WWI
Andy Murray, 1987-present
Tennis champion
Sean Connery, 1930-present
Actor, known as 007, James Bond
Billy Connolly, 1942-present
Actor & comedian
James Boswell, 1740-1795
Writer, biographer of Samuel Johnson
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2016 Council Contacts
Officers
Chieftain Bruce McEwan
538-7707 bmcewan@hawaiiantel.net
Vice Chieftain Susan MacKinnon
591-9398 susanmack1@mac.com
Secretary Janice Choate-Zavakos
778-4630 jlczlady@aol.com
Membership Secretary Jeannie Ferrier
593-0966 jeferrier@msn.com
Treasurer Janice Chadwick
927-8004 janinhawaii@earthlink.net

Directors
Lillian Cunningham
538-7707 lillianc@hawaii.edu
Gregg Fraser
782-8462 gregg.fraser@hawaiirestaurant.org
Steve Karel
737-5296 karelh001@hawaii.rr.com
Jackie Phillips
621-6622 jlphil1@hawaiiantel.net
Larry Phillips
621-6622 jlphil1@hawaiiantel.net
Jim Redmond
262-9145 jredmond@hawaii.edu
Nancy Smiley
371-8019 docflyboy@me.com
Rev. Robert Walden
348-4868 walden33@hotmail.com

Society Website Brian Richardson
The Caledonian Newsletter
Susan MacKinnon &
Lillian Cunningham
Newsletter Mailing
Jackie & Larry Phillips
Tech Support Brian Richardson
Thank you Janice Choate-Zavakos for pictures.

Billy Kay You may remember from the last The

Caledonian, that BBC radio personality Billy Kay will be
here interviewing Scots in Hawaii for his show. He will
also be at the Highland Festival on April 9th & 10th. We
have tried to identify many local Scots families, but maybe
missed you! If you would like to meet Billy, stop by the
Caledonian Society table in the Clan room at the Festival.
We will put you in contact with him.

Carnegie Trust Do you know anyone who was
awarded a grant by the Carnegie Trust for the Universities
of Scotland? The trust was created in 1901 by the Scots
American Millionaire Andrew Carnegie to help the
“deserving and qualified youth of that country” to attend
university. If you know someone who benefitted from
such a grant, please contact Diane Stewart, Grant Assistant,
Carnegie Trust for the Universities, at DStewart@carnegietrust.org.

CELTIC MONTH Mar 1-Apr 15, 2016

Events to support:
Fri, Apr 1- HSA Grand Scotch Tour: Whisky Tasting
The Willows Restaurant, 901 Hausten St. 5:30-8:30pm.
Cost: $85 in advance; $95 at the door.
Call 952-9200 for reservations.
Sun, Apr 3- SASH/FoSP Blue Shamrock Kilted Golf Tournament
--Pearl Country Club. Registration closed.
Wed, Apr 6- Tartan Day; 4:00pm at the Father Damien statue at
the State Capitol. No charge.
Thu, Apr 7- Caledonian Society Tribute to Princess Ka`iulani,
6:00pm at the Royal Mausoleum. No charge.
Fri, Apr 8 - HSA Ceilidh; The Willows Restaurant,
901 Hausten St. 5:00-9:00pm.
Cost: $30 in advance; $35 at the door; $15 for children under 16.
Call 952-9200 for reservations.
Sat-Sun, Apr 9-10 HSA Highland Festival & Games, McCoy
Pavilion at Ala Moana Beach Park. 10:00am to 6:00pm.

Scottish Humor
Burns Night Dinner & Survey To date we have had
20 responses from people who attended the Burns Dinner
Singing Burns on January 30th. What to take from the
responses: Over all the event is popular, the food and
service are good, the beef haggis is pretty good, the
vegetarian haggis is okay (people who are vegetarians love
it, those who are not, do not love it!). More negative
comments are that the room felt warm, parking is tight,
and the soup was bland.
Midweek Magazine’s Bob Jones, who attended the dinner,
wrote about the haggis, “To the outsider and non-Scot, it
looks ridiculous. A man in a kilt and what looks like an
undershirt (Scot of the Year, Stuart Donachie), brandishing
a longsword and reciting a 48-line poem to a lump of
baked oats, beef liver, ground round steak, rosemary,
marjoram and thyme called a haggis.” (Midweek, March 2,
2016).

Some snippets from Whisky Wit and Wisdom by Gavin D. Smith:

“The common belief that whisky improves with age is true.
The older I get, the more I like it.” Ronnie Corbett
“Give me a 43-year-old whisky, Robbie.”
“Oh, we have none of that tonight, Mr. Mac.”
Well, give me 4 eight-year-olds and 1 ten-year-old.”
-- from the film Local Hero
Alec the barber was suffering from a terrible hangover and
while trimming the minister’s hair, he inadvertently nicked
the minister’s ear. “It’s a terrible affliction, the whisky,”
said the minister reprovingly.
“Aye,” replied Alec. “It makes the skin awfy tender.”
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